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Directions:
1. Identify the number of the prompt (from the assignment) that you are using.
2. Identify the novel that you are discussing.
3. State your thesis statement.  It
· Should be one sentence;
· Should identify the main idea of the paper;
· May identify the three sub-points (the points that you will discuss in your three body paragraphs that are used to support the thesis/main idea);
· Will be the last sentence in the introduction.

Thesis example:  Jane grows (main idea) because she….A….., she……B……, and she…..C…..  (A, B, C are your three subpoints)

4. State your three topic sentences:
· Each topic sentence should be one complete sentence;
· Each should include transitional words, such as first, second, and finally;
· Each should identify the thesis/main idea of the paper (as stated in the thesis);
· Each should identify the sub-point that will be discussed in the paragraph (the points used to support the thesis/main idea);
· They should not include specific textual evidence/examples from the text because this will limit what you can say within the paragraph.  To avoid this, consider several pieces of specific evidence, determine what they have in common, and use that commonality as the paragraph’s subpoint.  In other words, save the specifics for within the paragraph.
· Each topic sentence will be the first sentence in each body paragraph (and will be the guiding force of the paragraph, just as the thesis is the guiding force of the paper);

Topic sentence example:  First (transition), Jane’s growth (main idea) is obvious is when she rejects society’s unreasonable expectations (subpoint).

5. Cite the work that you are discussing on a separate Work Cited page (see the MLA handout or .

 
